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Aural Tradition
5 Artists Worth Seeing and Hearing
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The history of sound art cuts across decades and disciplines, with many claims to
significance but no canon yet established. Here are five important figures in the
evolution not represented at the MoMA show.

Luigi Russolo

This Italian Futurist praised
mechanization in 1913 with "The Art of
Noises," a manifesto bemoaning the
limitations of classical orchestral
instrumentation. To match the clamor of
industrialized times, Russolo insisted,
modern composers would need to
embrace new and nontraditional sounds,
ideally with the help of intonarumori,
fantastical noisemaking contraptions of

his own design.

James Tenney

In 1961, experimental composer James Tenney pieced together "Collage #1 (Blue
Suede)" with edited bits of magnetic tape snipped by hand and reassembled. The
main character at play is Elvis Presley, though it takes some time for his presence to
become apparent. As fragments of his voice suggest signs of familiarity, Tenney's
collage takes the form, in delirious and distended fashion, of a "Blue Suede Shoes"
remix.

Max Neuhaus

Max Neuhaus wielded considerable influence as an instigator of sonic ideas in New
York, with pioneering "sound walk" projects (guided tours around locations including
an East Village power plant and other arcane spaces) and underwater broadcasts in
swimming pools. His legacy continues in the longrunning work "Times Square," an
audio installation hidden beneath a subway grate on Broadway between 45th and 46th
streets, as well as an hourly incantation at Dia:Beacon.

Maryanne Amacher

Hulton Archive/Getty Images

Luigi Russolo, left, his assistant Piatti and one of
his noise machines.
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Driver Charged With Dealing Drugs Out of
Ice Cream Truck
A Brooklyn icecream man was charged on
Tuesday with selling large quantities of drugs,
including one instance in which he was caught on
camera using his icecream truck to make a sale
while customers purchased frozen treats along a busy pier,
authorities said.

Weather Journal: Prepare the Umbrellas
Goodbye sunshine, low humidity, and dry
conditions. It's time to dust off your umbrellas and
rain boots. Scattered showers and thunderstorms
are back in the forecast for the next few days.
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In a series of sitespecific installations
and other projects, Maryanne Amacher
worked with sound in part to explore
psychoacoustics, the study of hearing
as a subjective experience open to
tweaks of perception. Her work is hard
to come by, as it often depended on
specifics of location or remains
otherwise difficult to reproduce, but one
available recording is "Remainder," a
majestic, hightoned electronic piece that
she made for a 1976 dance project by
Merce Cunningham. It's barely audible,
seemingly at the upper range of human
hearing, and the effect makes for outof
body results.

Chris Watson

A master of the art of fieldrecording,
Chris Watson travels to farflung
locations and represents them in

compelling sonicdocumentary form. He has recorded everything from a creaking
Icelandic glacier to a crosscountry trip on a Mexican train, and the results always
have a story to tell. His latest album, "In St. Cuthbert's Time," evokes the state of the
world as it would have sounded in the seventh century, when the namesake monk
communed with wildlife during his spiritual searching on an isle in the north of
England.

—Andy Battaglia

A version of this article appeared August 7, 2013, on page A19 in the U.S. edition of The Wall Street
Journal, with the headline: Aural Tradition.

Warren Buffett Confesses
Warren Buffetts Shocking Confession Will Change your Investing Strategy
www.MarketTrendSignal.com

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.50%
If you owe under $729k you may qualify for 2.90% APR Govt Refi Plans.
www.SeeRefinanceRates.com

Mortgage Companies
Find Mortgage Companies, Brokers & Agents serving your area.
m.yp.com

Investment Grade Diamonds
Have increased an average of 15% per year since 1959.
InvestGradeDiamonds.com/Physical

Associated Press

Maryanne Amacher

To add a comment please

Email Print Order Reprints

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323420604578650320108482876.html#articleTabs%3Dcomments
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5OrC11MCUuT4GJLX0AGU8YCYAZLwmZYDAAAQASAAUImR96kGYMnGqYvApNgPggEXY2EtcHViLTA0NjY1ODIxMDk1NjY1MzLIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSxAU_QAFfnRi8sc4n8X6FRcDGKrRXYU8rmDEZz3nsjwJeg_9nd9Op92nut6xNH5YJie1sS8-S-H1qW5uQvnUDqb9k0OyniKtBYWBmLBYb10JWzR2DL2suUhSZoM6R5Vp11e2-3F50wx4W7gt5ecobtJvW4zj7Ptws9niW8wtoBAWY8llL5j1yuYJhGQUpL8A2efoDcCc-7JJL14G458OsbCs2Lvmq_hZ33flYuSgx_reT-q-AEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_3ChpNwWDrWqMlYsJQ72tnEv1039w&client=ca-pub-0466582109566532&adurl=https://buy.wsj.com/offers/pages/OfferMulti1a%3FtrackCode%3Daaqa209e
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323420604578650320108482876.html?mod=trending_now_5
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/08/06/driver-charged-with-dealing-drugs-out-of-ice-cream-truck/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/08/06/weather-journal-prepare-the-umbrellas/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/08/06/candidates-critique-bloomberg-on-student-test-scores/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/08/06/pilot-and-officer-switched-control-of-southwest-plane-before-crash/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2013/08/06/comptroller-candidate-and-former-madam-arrested-by-fbi/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/?mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/feed?mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323514404578651953983630818.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324653004578652443755672274.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652203299496008.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652202717580468.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_NewYork-Culture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652302136846358.html#articleTabs%3Dcomments
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652532030191970.html?mod=WSJ_article_forsub
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323420604578652391165965364.html?mod=WSJ_article_forsub
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323740804578601773736357516.html?mod=WSJ_article_forsub
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324144304578621873670138056.html?mod=WSJ_article_forsub
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html?mod=WSJ_article_comments#articleTabs%3Dcomments
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/new-york-culture.html?mod=WSJ_article_moreinsecfooter
http://online.wsj.com/community/faq#openId=3
http://online.wsj.com/community
http://789677.r.msn.com/?ld=7vqYAnJL5sMH7TSpqcxF8HDDVUCUzxSsV5MTzkIoDSwMnFR9YwDXjsavBMpPZb0BzBSEm-Fwv2M8wmKEl0cuDBYqRitCE7IkJ9lvjh_mGc0RJJOhkK4ckJIob7sca6mNx1e6iiBQ&u=www.markettrendsignal.com%2fsecure%2frc3.php%3fa%3dC-MSNBUFF%26p%3dMTS
http://789677.r.msn.com/?ld=7vqYAnJL5sMH7TSpqcxF8HDDVUCUzxSsV5MTzkIoDSwMnFR9YwDXjsavBMpPZb0BzBSEm-Fwv2M8wmKEl0cuDBYqRitCE7IkJ9lvjh_mGc0RJJOhkK4ckJIob7sca6mNx1e6iiBQ&u=www.markettrendsignal.com%2fsecure%2frc3.php%3fa%3dC-MSNBUFF%26p%3dMTS
http://789677.r.msn.com/?ld=7vqYAnJL5sMH7TSpqcxF8HDDVUCUzxSsV5MTzkIoDSwMnFR9YwDXjsavBMpPZb0BzBSEm-Fwv2M8wmKEl0cuDBYqRitCE7IkJ9lvjh_mGc0RJJOhkK4ckJIob7sca6mNx1e6iiBQ&u=www.markettrendsignal.com%2fsecure%2frc3.php%3fa%3dC-MSNBUFF%26p%3dMTS
http://924661.r.msn.com/?ld=7vxf3r68swSx_pJwfP90Ys_TVUCUyHkFKQ6S6WWBBuTNNrFgMVuV5O_Vdrv9buXk7_l9MsMP40PHPIyAtaxvgDdKn4DV0y8P2BsSyZJka_MH27qA041EiKFQLUppaS8fcAba3o2A&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lowermybills.com%2flending%2fhome-refinance%2f%3fmoid%3d37624%26sourceid%3dseomsnconlre092910bf2223
http://924661.r.msn.com/?ld=7vxf3r68swSx_pJwfP90Ys_TVUCUyHkFKQ6S6WWBBuTNNrFgMVuV5O_Vdrv9buXk7_l9MsMP40PHPIyAtaxvgDdKn4DV0y8P2BsSyZJka_MH27qA041EiKFQLUppaS8fcAba3o2A&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lowermybills.com%2flending%2fhome-refinance%2f%3fmoid%3d37624%26sourceid%3dseomsnconlre092910bf2223
http://924661.r.msn.com/?ld=7vxf3r68swSx_pJwfP90Ys_TVUCUyHkFKQ6S6WWBBuTNNrFgMVuV5O_Vdrv9buXk7_l9MsMP40PHPIyAtaxvgDdKn4DV0y8P2BsSyZJka_MH27qA041EiKFQLUppaS8fcAba3o2A&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lowermybills.com%2flending%2fhome-refinance%2f%3fmoid%3d37624%26sourceid%3dseomsnconlre092910bf2223
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=7v6RJywlSlCvtFIhwh0hdhfTVUCUz1jAgCgBqqzMCxJdjnNTpslJNfSkZqvxkqElbzMsjOCFdoC1QreGEPUxMwUwUynBAShlM2-4CWSjwxxIv8vyGkxZCZEtkE2liAtR383N0DTA&u=m.yp.com%2fnationwide%2fcategory_search%2fMortgages%3ffrom%3dSEMPS_MSN_HEDTC_acct%3dNational_hc%3d8009623_adgroup_mort_kwd%3dlow+finance+mortgage
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=7v6RJywlSlCvtFIhwh0hdhfTVUCUz1jAgCgBqqzMCxJdjnNTpslJNfSkZqvxkqElbzMsjOCFdoC1QreGEPUxMwUwUynBAShlM2-4CWSjwxxIv8vyGkxZCZEtkE2liAtR383N0DTA&u=m.yp.com%2fnationwide%2fcategory_search%2fMortgages%3ffrom%3dSEMPS_MSN_HEDTC_acct%3dNational_hc%3d8009623_adgroup_mort_kwd%3dlow+finance+mortgage
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=7v6RJywlSlCvtFIhwh0hdhfTVUCUz1jAgCgBqqzMCxJdjnNTpslJNfSkZqvxkqElbzMsjOCFdoC1QreGEPUxMwUwUynBAShlM2-4CWSjwxxIv8vyGkxZCZEtkE2liAtR383N0DTA&u=m.yp.com%2fnationwide%2fcategory_search%2fMortgages%3ffrom%3dSEMPS_MSN_HEDTC_acct%3dNational_hc%3d8009623_adgroup_mort_kwd%3dlow+finance+mortgage
http://921030.r.msn.com/?ld=7vEd5n4grlbMiaSKZxnWp6hjVUCUyFfgsxOOhezfWrJnnmNct3mmx6rEthfYfW1LFCApRNMrRwtvfwMM1cyMKH4R3b-Llu9mu9wy57piSExWDV5x8eAY8hz8QrA1m16uJefQw_GQ&u=InvestGradeDiamonds.com%2fPhysical%2findex.html
http://921030.r.msn.com/?ld=7vEd5n4grlbMiaSKZxnWp6hjVUCUyFfgsxOOhezfWrJnnmNct3mmx6rEthfYfW1LFCApRNMrRwtvfwMM1cyMKH4R3b-Llu9mu9wy57piSExWDV5x8eAY8hz8QrA1m16uJefQw_GQ&u=InvestGradeDiamonds.com%2fPhysical%2findex.html
http://921030.r.msn.com/?ld=7vEd5n4grlbMiaSKZxnWp6hjVUCUyFfgsxOOhezfWrJnnmNct3mmx6rEthfYfW1LFCApRNMrRwtvfwMM1cyMKH4R3b-Llu9mu9wy57piSExWDV5x8eAY8hz8QrA1m16uJefQw_GQ&u=InvestGradeDiamonds.com%2fPhysical%2findex.html
http://portfolio.wsj.com/?mod=djm_hsad44_wsjportfolio_adnetwork_27feb13
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#mjQuickSave
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323968704578652443275682574.html#mjDropdown

